A Father's Letter to His Sons Serving in the Civil War
Written by Stephen Kistler, February 1863

William S. Kistler
Grave at Red Church

Cemetery, Kempton.

The following is a
translation of a letter
written February 24,
1863 by Stephen
Kistler to his two sons,
Philip S. and William
S. They served for 9
months in the Civil
War with the 167th PA
Regiment Co E. Both

are buried at the

cemetery at Jerusalem
Red Church in
Kempton (see photos on right). This translation was done for the Historical Society by R.
Monk in July 2011. He attempted to reproduce the letter as it was written with its
occasional mistakes in spelling. The original letter had no periods or other punctuation and
capital letters were rare. There are some occasions where it was not possible to decipher the

text owing to the age of the letter.




I must alse uwrite some Gevman. We have received ysuwr letter from February 10 on
the 196 and we were very happy that bath of ysw are stil healthy. Tt is abos rather
healthy with us arsund here now. Ol M. Schoets is quite sich and. will hardly
Lecome bealthy again. Mem had beon sver there last Saturday. She says thoy must
net received all sf them, and semetimes. I just dont bnow what I should write. At
least 1 dont wiite ol the little details.

Like me ysw alss get newspapers se that ysw bhear the new things. absut the wan.
They abready bave a great number sf blachs with, weapsns. Tt was, so T have heard,
allswed by the gsuernment sne bundied and fifty theusand to tate under armes. T
sauw in the newspaper that they at ene place bave given. the rebels a rough time.

The Lehigh Countians — we hear about them alse sften. They are in Charleston and
dont brnow which day they must go inte battle. We have alse heard that ysur
Colsnel had died and they had brought him back ts Reading. We have atleady

the newspaper that the Bertks Countians had not fought well.

wsthed thom why they had dene that. Then ene of them had given bim as an
answer: "You have certainly been able te punish us, but yow cannst make ws fight.
And then be had drawn his sword and hit him brsadside on the head so that he

T was ofton asted thorefore what ysw had wiitton about that. T gave them nathing
&,{t%emaéf&. 1 must clsse. Mw@M@GMWWWWMM
danger. and feep yow safe.



